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Head Teacher’s 
Update
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Our Dragon Scales Music 
Project proved to be a 

resounding success in term 1 this 
year. Over 120 Year 6 and Year 
7 students from Maidenhill and 
King’s Stanley, Leonard Stanley and 
Park Junior schools participated 
in a new initiative to enable our 
young people to work alongside 
professional musicians.  On the 
inspiration day in September and 
then through a series of workshops 
in each school, the students 
created and practised their own 
music and songs, inspired by the 
professional musicians, a local 
historian and an artist. The project 
was supported by ARCH, a local 
organisation set up to support 
and develop work around the 
arts, creativity and heritage. 
This was the first inter-secondary 
and primary school project of 
its kind in the area and we were 
delighted to be involved from the 
onset.

The project culminated in two 
performances: one was in the 
afternoon for Year 5 children from 
the partner primary schools and 
Year 7 students from Maidenhill, 
and the second was in the evening 
for parents, staff and the wider 
community. The afternoon 
audience was enthusiastic in 
its engagement, enjoyment and 
participation. Parents and staff 
alike were impressed with the 
talent and creativity of the students 
involved. The event was a very 
special culmination of an exciting 
and successful project and all that 
attended spoke very highly of the 
experience and opportunity that 
had been afforded to all the young 
people. What amazing talent we 
have across our schools!

Mrs Wilson - Headteacher

School Council 2015/16

This year’s School Council 
was set up in October 2015.  

During a lively and enthusiastic 
week of hustings, a record 
number of students made 
speeches to try and get elected.   
Then an exciting election day 
saw 17 students elected to 
their positions of responsibility.   

In meetings we discuss a 
range of matters including 
the working conditions of our 
school, improvement of our 
facilities and how the school 
can be even better.  We listen 
to all students that we 
represent and bring forward 
their ideas and concerns.   
This year, Mrs Wilson has even 
agreed to donate a sum of 
money that we as the school 
council can propose to spend 
in a way that we think will best 
benefit our students.  We look 
forward to discussing and 
debating these issues and more 
in the coming year.  

Talia Webster, 11HDK

DOVEROW
Maddy Gloyne & Jake Shilton

FROCESTER
Jordon Marks & Faye Avinante

HARESFIELD
Aeryn Morgan & Carrick Stimson-Machers

RODBOROUGH
Aaron Henry & Eleanor Banks

Student Leaders

Rodborough - Phoebe Hudd 
and Jay Holloway

Haresfield - Tyler Needham 
and Oliver Counter

Frocester - Cristian Rieger 
and Molly Cremins

Doverow - Kit Thomas and 
Martha Hopes

Literacy - Talia Webster

Learning - Tom Brady and 
Nathaniel Thornton

Performing Arts - 
Alicia Langton-B-Balchin 
and Toni-Jenna Laming-Mann

Progress - Alice Knight and 
George Sutton

Sports - Hayley Cooper 

School Leader - Jordon Marks 
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Former Student’s Success

Former 
student 

Melissa 
Prosser, now 
21, graduated 
in July from 
Staffordshire 
University 
with a First 
Class Honours 
in Computer 
Gameplay Design 
and Production.

“I first found an interest in games design and creation 
whilst at school. One of my GCSEs at the time was 
i-Media, which included a module that allowed me to 
create my own video game from resources given 
to me. This sparked creativity for games and helped 
me to realise, whilst looking around Stroud College, 
that in fact the Computer Games Development course 
would be my next step after school.

The Stroud College course taught me the basics for 
games development, both 3D and 2D games, and 
allowed me to pursue university courses. I finished 
my 2 year course at Stroud College in 2012 with a 
D*D*D*, equivalent to three A* A-levels and lots of 
new knowledge that would help me get further in 
the industry and university. I then applied and was 
accepted to Staffordshire University for Computer 
Games Design. 

I did one year of this course as I realised I did not like 
3D modelling as much as I thought, but luckily was able 
to switch to the Computer Gameplay and Production 
course. I ended up getting firsts in everything 
throughout my entire time at university and winning 
first place in my category at GradEx. GradEx is a 
graduation expo where industry professionals come 
and judge the work you have displayed against other 
students, mainly your Final Year Project.

I am now working as a lecturer in Games Design at 
South Gloucestershire and Stroud College.  I’m very 
thankful to my school, college and university for 
helping me work towards what I wanted to do most 
and helping me realise it”

Maidenhill School has received a national 
accolade at the Education Business Awards 

2015 in London. Mrs Wilson received a phone call 
a couple of weeks before the award saying that 
Maidenhill had been shortlisted for the ‘Buildings 
Category’ following its extensive refurbishment.  
It has proved to be a very cost effective project 
enhancing both the outside and inside of the school. 
The annual awards are presented in recognition of 
investment in education.

The prestigious ceremony took place at The 
Grange Hotel, London, on Wednesday 8th July 
and Mrs Wilson was delighted that Maidenhill 
were announced the winners. “It is well-deserved 
recognition of a significant and effective investment 
by Gloucestershire Local Authority that has helped 
to transform our school. The school has undergone 
significant improvements in so many ways in 
recent years and the students, staff, parents and 
community are justifiably proud of their school”.

87 schools from across the UK were represented 
at the ceremony. Maidenhill was the only 
Gloucestershire school in the winners and the 
commended categories. The award was presented 
by Cheryl Baker. 

Education Business Award

Keep in Touch
If you are a former student, please email 

mhillalumni@gmail.com to receive 
newsletters and information or let us 

know what you are doing now.
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Tate Britain Trip

Reading for pleasure 
is valued highly at 

Maidenhill. Children who love 
reading generally do better 
at school as they understand 
more of the curriculum. 

For that reason, Maidenhill 
has again taken part in 
‘Bookbuzz’, an exciting scheme 
organised by the BookTrust. 
Each Year 7 student chooses 
a book from a small collection 
which they receive to keep 
and enjoy at home.

This year’s titles have 
included: 
‘The Last Wild’, ‘What are we 
fighting for?’, ‘The Astronauts’ 
Handbook’  and ‘Jinx, the 
Wizard’s Apprentice’. 

Year 7s were really excited 
to receive their own free 
book from school. Students 
commented:

‘This is so cool’

‘There are too many to choose 
from’

‘We could not decide so we have 
selected two different books so 
we can swap afterwards’

Book 
Buzz

In October, 45 Year 10 and 11 Art 
and Design students spent the day 

in London visiting the Tate Britain 
Gallery and Covent Garden. 

At the Tate Gallery students had the 
opportunity to see and study some 
of the best paintings, sculptures, 
drawing, print making and film made 
in Britain over the last 500 years 
from Tudor portraits to Pop Art and 
beyond.

Natalie Jennings said:
“I enjoyed being able to look at all of 
the different pieces of art work and 
read the stories behind them and 
about the artists who made them.  
I enjoyed walking into a room and 
seeing something completely different 
to the one I had just left as all of the 
artists had their own unique style”.

One of the tasks set was to choose 
the piece of Art they would most like 
to take home; they proved to have 
very varied tastes! 

India Danter chose ‘Hearts are 
Trumps’ by John Everitt Millais. 
‘’My favourite paintings have always 
been the ones where the people are 
most dominant, either through the 
composition or emotion in their faces. 
The colour and detail in the dresses 
really caught my eye - I could spend 
ages looking at it”.

Thom Deane chose Francis Bacon’s 
‘Triptych’ from 1972 because “it is 
in oils and particularly because the 
purples and more vibrant colours are 

perfectly modelled throughout the 
canvases. The paint pulled away from 
the faces, obscuring them severely”.

Amber Fletcher chose George 
Stubbs ‘Mares and Foals in a River 
Landscape’. She said, “I really enjoyed 
looking at the accurate details on the 
mares, the whole painting is amazing. 
This picture has a lot of expression and 
colour”.

Amy Day enjoyed seeing how art has 
changed over the years and wanted 
to take home Gainsborough’s 
portrait of Giovanna Bacceli.  “I loved 
the colour of the painting and how real 
it looked. The fine detail and size of the 
painting worked really well”.

Tasha Roffe loved Joseph Wright of 
Derby’s ‘An Experiment on a Bird in 
an Air Pump’.  She said, “I love this style 
of painting and how realistic it looks. 
Everything is positioned well, attention 
is drawn to the facial expressions of 
those watching the experiment. I liked 
finding out about the interesting story 
behind the painting”.

In the afternoon the coach took us 
past many of the sights including Big 
Ben and the Houses of Parliament, 
Downing Street, the London Eye, 
‘Theatre Land’  and Trafalgar Square.  
At Covent Garden the students had 
‘free time’ to soak up the atmosphere 
of Central London and to shop and 
watch the street performers.
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Hospitality Event

As part of our GCSE Hospitality course we have to organise a three 
course high quality meal.  This counts for 60% of our final grade and 

it took place in October.  Friends and family, as well as some members of 
the Rotary Club, were invited to enjoy the meal.  The money raised from 
the evening was split between a charity of our choice and a celebratory 
meal for us.

Much preparation and research went into the event.  Over a 10 week 
period we worked on testing recipes, working as a team, looking at 
portion control and working on the cost of the evening. I was involved 
in a recipe for pancakes with a red berry sauce although we decided 
this wouldn’t be a suitable recipe due to the timing and the likelihood of 
burning.

Before the event, guests chose from the menu to avoid any waste.  I was 
heavily involved in the preparation and presentation of the bruschetta 
starter and the chicken main.  It looked incredibly sophisticated and 
something that you would get in a restaurant.  Spending more time on 
precision definitely paid off.  The service was extremely professional 
and slick and feedback suggested that our team gave exceptional food 
and service.

I learnt that working together as a team was really important.  If we 
hadn’t, we would have struggled considerably and caused tension 
throughout the evening.  Sometimes I did find the pressure quite 
challenging but overall I am really happy with what we finally produced.

Gabbi Cook, 11HRE

On the 9th October, some of our 
Year 11 students travelled to 

University of Gloucestershire, Park 
Campus in Cheltenham. The visit 
offered the best way to really get to 
know about Higher Education.  The 
morning provided our students with 
the opportunity to gain information, 
seek advice and find out what skills 
they need to help make choices 
about their future. 

Our students had the chance to 
talk to University Ambassadors and 
complete a workshop session called 
“mini-me” to determine various 
choices in further education.  The 
University showcased their state of 
the art facilities and explained about 
the various academic experiences 
available across a range of subjects.

The morning was a huge success and 
certainly made our students think 
about aiming higher.

“For me it was a really interesting 
morning and I thoroughly enjoyed 
it. It helped me see what courses are 
available in Higher Education and 
now I need to decide about going to 
university or not.”

Millie Wright, 11DCT

University Life
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DT Showcase Careers Update

Term 1 and 2 have been extremely busy for  Year 11 students, who are 
not only concentrating on their studies and preparing for their exams, but 

have been considering their options and making plans for their next steps and 
future careers.  I have enjoyed working with these year groups at Maidenhill 
School and meeting parents and carers during the Post 16 evening. 

Year 11s have taken part in a session with me to help them reflect on how 
they make decisions, looking at the benefits of each of their options after 
Year 11, what to consider when choosing a course or subjects and where 
to study.  They have also had the opportunity to use the Apprenticeships 
website to look at the different types available and at live vacancies.  
This year we extended this further to include a Learning for Life lesson to 
allow the students to spend more time using the Apprenticeship website, 
to learn more about higher education and the range of university courses 
which exist using the UCAS website.  Year 11s also completed personal 
research and an action plan. 

All Year 11s attend a careers interview which take place between September 
and February. This is an opportunity to discuss their individual options and 
ideas and to identify other possibilities or to extend their plans further.  

This academic year, we have arranged for guest speakers from different 
professions to come to Maidenhill School to talk to Year 11s about their job 
to give them a clearer insight into what different careers actually involve.  
These talks are during a lunchtime and open to all.  If you feel you would be 
able to help by talking to a small group of year 11s about your profession, 
please contact Reception.   

During November, all Year 9s took part in a “How to choose KS4 subjects” 
lesson with me and they have used a career software programme called 
‘Kudos’ during Learning for Life to research jobs which might be of interest 
to them.  Year 9 students attended the Ambitions Event at Stratford Park 
and took part in five interactive workshops of their choice and found out 
what opportunites thare are within those career areas.  

There are a number of career books and a list of websites in the library for 
students to read and use for research or to gain inspiration.  

Year 9s will learn more about KS4 subjects at Maidenhill School and the 
selecting process during January 2016.  I will be working with the Year 8 and 
10 students later in the year.

Kim Harris, Careers Advisor

In July, the Design and Technology 
department decided they would 

host a student celebration evening 
to showcase all the hard work 
students had put into their learning 
during the year.  Approximately 
130 students were invited, along 
with their parents, to view the work 
and be served a complimentary 
afternoon tea.  Also on show were 
the newly formed ‘Product Design 
Club’, organised by Mr Sadler, who 
were selling their designs ranging 
from laser cut chess boards to 
tealight holders.

The feedback from parents and 
students was amazing:

“Gorgeous food.  Really enjoyable 
afternoon.  Wonderful display of 
talent from the students.  Great 
display and a welcome cup of tea!”

“A lovely event.  Great to see such 
wonderful work by the students, all 
of whom were pleased to talk about 
what they had been doing.”
  
We would like to thank Timbmet 
for loaning us the pallets for the 
displays, the students for their 
amazing work and all the parents 
who came for their support. 

Fundraising
The Grand Total for fund raising for 2014/15 was £1,390.82.  

Charities that benefitted were Handicap international, Children in 

Need, Cancer Research, Sport Relief, UNICEF,  RSPCA, MS Society, 

The Cotswold Care Hospice, Polio, Marie Curie and Comic Relief.

Already this school year Maidenhill School has raised money for 

the Poppy Appeal and £246 for Children in Need.



Rugby World Cup

On the 28th September 2015, the 
Year 7 and 8 rugby teams went to 
Stroud Rugby Club for an amazing 
Rugby training experience.

When we arrived the training began 
thick and fast. The Year 7s and Year 
8s were doing some intense training 
in small groups. We went over all of 
the basics of rugby and here are just 
some of the things that we covered 
in the training session:

 A small game on 3 vs 3
 2 on 1 passing drills
 Tackling
 Space awareness
 Rucking over when the  

 ball goes to ground.
 Efficient passing at all 

 different angles while jogging

7

SPORT
Year 7 and 8 Cross 
Country Relay Teams
The Year 7 girls achieved 4th place overall 
at Thomas Keble. They will be training 
hard to achieve a top 3 finish next year.
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Year 8 and 9 Cross Country Trials at 
Sir William Romney’s
Well done to Fatima Benchikh, Jake Tombs  and 
Jack Stopford who competed in the cross country 
trials with Jake Tombs qualifying for the County 
Championships Cross Country 2015. 

As the captain of the Year 
8 rugby team I am amazed 
with the difference and the 
transformation that both the 
Year 7s and 8s have gone 
through this season. We 
have all improved immensely 
through dedication and commitment during our PE lessons, after-school 
training sessions and matches against other schools.

This has all been shown in our match results, losing only one game this 
season. Our first game was against Sir William Romney’s which we won 
with a great score of 20 – 5.  The following game was against Rednock with 
a final score of 17 – 15. Our third game was against Archway who are a very 
strong team.  We worked hard to the end and the score when the whistle 
blew was 15 – 12 to us.  Unfortunately we lost our last game of the season 
to a very strong Kingshill School team.  Nevertheless we battled through to 
the end of the game and played the game in the right spirit.

I would like to say a huge well done to all of the players for their hard work 
while playing and training and a huge thank you to Mr Ackland and Mr 
Clements for making this all possible and a final thank you for all of the 
parents who have come and supported us through all of our matches and 
tournaments.

Kit Thomas, 8DKG, Rugby School Captain

Year 7 and 8 Rugby

Sports Leaders
Congratulations to our new 2015/16 Sport Leaders who now go on 
to represent and support their community with the development and 
enjoyment of sport for all at Maidenhill School.  

Cemex Sponsor
Thank you to CEMEX who have 
donated new netball bibs and ball 
bags to our school netball teams



TERM 3

Monday 4th January Start of Term 3

Monday 11th January Year 11 Leavers’ Photographs

Tuesday 12th January Year 11 Mock Results Day

Wednesday 13th January Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 28th January Year 9 KS4 Evening

Tuesday 2nd February Maidenhill Friends’ Meeting

Tuesday 2nd February Year 7 Numeracy Evening – 6pm

Friday 12th February End of Term 3

TERM 4

Monday 22nd February Start of Term 4

Wednesday 24th February Year 11 Theatre Visit

Tuesday 1st March Year 8 Parents’ Evening

Monday 21st March Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Tuesday 22nd March Japanese Visit

Thursday 24th March End of Term 4

Maidenhill School,  Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel:  01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Youth Health Champions
On 30th September 

and 1st October, 
a group of Year 8 
Maidenhill students 
undertook a two day 
Youth Health Champions 
course organised by 
the Community Health 
Team.  The students 
learnt all about healthy 
eating, the Eatwell 
Plate and the negative 
effects of smoking, 
drugs and alcohol on our 
bodies.  These students 
were  Jake Tombs, 
Marly Churchill, Callum 
Radford, Freja Telford, 
Emily Southey, Paige 
Shirreff, Emma Dalby, 
Grace Gibbons, Izzy 
Lewis and Kit Thomas.

Following on from the course, the students will be creating a display on 
the benefits of healthy eating, producing an assembly, adding in a student 
support questionnaire box and promoting healthy lifestyle choices.

A huge thank you to all of the teachers who have helped out with the youth 
health champion scheme and to all of the students who have taken part. 

Kit Thomas, 8DKG  

At the end of September 
Maidenhill Friends had a 

thoroughly enjoyable evening of 
ceilidh dancing led by Caractacus. 
The band were excellent and there 
were a wide range of dances to 
get involved with. There were 
ploughmans for all and a generous 
raffle rounded off the evening. 

Next event  - Table Top Sale on 
Saturday 23rd January.

If you would like to get involved 
with our events and support the 
fundraising, please leave your 
contact details with Reception.

Maidenhill
Friends


